










ii) The Defra Local Authority classification.2 Defra wished to categorise Local
Authorities and developed a classification based primarily on the percentage of rural
population within a District or Unitary Authority. This classification (Figure 1.2) creates
six categories from ‘Major urban’ (the most urban), to ‘Rural 80’ (the most rural).

Place names used in the report
Much of the text, especially related to the maps, describes differences between
different areas of England. Those less familiar with the geography of England may 
find the following source useful for identifying areas mentioned:
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/geography/default.asp

The structure of the report
This year’s report retains the same structure as those for the last three years. Three
chapters contain the bulk of information, dealing with:

• living in the countryside (social issues);
• economic wellbeing (economic issues); and
• land and environment (environmental issues).

Owing to the nature and breadth of each of these topics the chapters take somewhat
different forms, with ‘Living in the countryside’ and ‘Land and environment’ reporting
on a very wide range of topics, while ‘Economic wellbeing’ takes a more in-depth look
at specific aspects of incomes, employment and businesses.

These chapters are followed by a discussion chapter that draws out issues which the
data in this year’s report show to be of particular interest. This year we use the
opportunity of this, as the tenth report, to look back over the issues raised in ten years
of State of the countryside reporting, and to look forward to what we can infer about the
future of rural England.

Finally I would like you to note that this will be the last of the annual series of 
State of the countryside reports. From now on we intend to publish a major report 
less frequently, so there will be no report in 2009. We will use the Internet to make 
our data analysis more readily and speedily available. We will be concentrating our
publishing efforts on more in-depth analyses of issues of importance in our State of
the countryside bulletins.
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Under this definition, people living in rural areas comprise 19.3% of the population,
about half of whom live in small towns. Only 3.1% live in settlements smaller than
villages and only 1.5% are defined as living in sparse areas. Figure 1.1 shows how the
definitions are distributed around England.

Figure 1.2
Classification of Local Authority District
and Unitary Authorities, 2005
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Source: Defra, 2005. Classification of Local
Authority District and Unitary Authorities.

2 Defra (2005) Defra classification of Local Authority Districts and Unitary Authorities in England: an introductory guide.




